152          THE BATTLE ON THE OUECQ

our strong front till the evening. Artillery fire without
any serious fighting followed.

On the morning of the llth September the following
Order arrived from the Second Army Commander:
" The Second Army is to reach the Vesle on both sides
of Reims by the 12th September. The First Army
will continue its withdrawal to behind the Aisne on the
llth, and on the 12th and 13th will close in, covered by
the Aisne position, up to the right flank of the Second
Army. From the morning of the llth the Vesle at
Braisne and Fismes will be held by a composite brigade,
detailed from the Second Army/'*

According to a later message the right flank of the
Second Army was to go to Chalons-sur-Vesle. The
13th Infantry Division was to remain at Braisne and
Fismes, with the I. Cavalry Corps farther to the south.
The enemy was following the right wing of the Second
Army, and had reached Ville-en-Tardenois. As regards
the Seventh Army,! information came from its com-
mander to the effect that the XV. Corps was on its
way by rail to St. Quentin, and the last of its fighting
troops might be expected to arrive by the 13th September.
Had this happened ten days earlier at Soissons, the
fortunes of the campaign would have turned very
materially in favour of the German right-wing Armies,
and transformed the general situation.

* At this time Yon Kluck's left was at Soissons, ten miles as the
crow flies from Braisne.

f This was in process of formation to fill the gap between the
First and Second Armies, and eventually comprised the XV. Corps
and VII. and IX. Eeserve Corps.